
Jesus, The Vine Divine 

Text: John 15:1–8 
Other Lessons: Acts 8:26–40; Psalm 150; 1 John 4:1–21 
Sermon Theme: Jesus, the Vine Divine, works a fruitful life in us through the connection of faith. 
Sermon Goal: That the hearers’ faith connections with Jesus are nurtured through Word and Sacraments 
and that their fruit reveals they are his followers. 

Easter is all about life, and our text, the Gospel for the Fifth Sunday of Easter, insists that it is only 
through our connection with Jesus Christ that we live the kind of life in him that bears fruit. In the First 
Reading, Philip’s explanation of an Old Testament messianic prophecy (Is 53:7–8) allows the Ethiopian 
eunuch to become connected to the Suffering Servant, Jesus Christ, by faith. The Epistle is replete with 
witness concerning the fruit of God’s love. Our loving, life-giving God creates the fruit of love in his 
people: “We love because he first loved us” (1 Jn 4:19).

In the context of all of Scripture, the imagery of Israel as God’s vine (distinct from vineyard) is 
sometimes used (for example, Ps 80:8–16). God brought this vine out of Egypt and planted it in the 
Promised Land. Because God tended this vine, his people, Israel, spread from “the sea” to “the River” 
(80:11). The “stock” (or son) planted by God (80:15) is a prophecy of the great Davidic king and his 
greater successor, Christ Jesus. In Jeremiah 2, the sinful rebellion of God’s vine, Israel, is lamented by 
God. He calls Israel a “wild vine” (Jer 2:21).
 I’d like to offer a simple word I hope we can all relate to, and that is: STAY CONNECTED! 
 It’s a word we all need to hear: Whether you change jobs, move to a new location, retire, experience 
the death of a loved one, enter a new chapter of your life, stay connected. Don’t go it alone. Draw from 
the strength of others. Feel the stability of a deeply rooted community of faith. Let God’s Spirit flow 
through your veins and keep you strong and healthy through the various transitions of life we all 
experience. This is the gist of what Jesus told his disciples when he said, 

“I am the vine. You are the branches. 
He who remains in me, and I in him, 

the same bears much fruit, 
for apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5) 

 In the message this morning, I’d like for us to look more closely at this passage to see how it 
speaks to us today, and then I’d like to suggest four disciplines to help us stay connected to the Body of 
Christ throughout the changing seasons of our lives. The text begins, 

I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 

 On the surface, Jesus’ words sound metaphorical and poetic, but nothing more. What we need to 
remember is that, in the Old Testament, the vine was a common image for the people of Israel. In the Old 
Testament lesson this morning, we heard Isaiah’s song of the vineyard. Isaiah says, “the vineyard of 
Yahweh of Armies is the house of Israel.” (Isaiah 5:7) In the Book of Jeremiah, the Lord says, “Yet I had 
planted you a noble vine, wholly a right seed.” (Jeremiah 2:21) Hosea writes, “Israel is a luxuriant vine 
that puts forth his fruit.” (Hosea 10:1) And in the words of the psalmist, 

“You brought a vine out of Egypt. 
You drove out the nations, and planted it. 

You cleared the ground for it. 
It took deep root, and filled the land.” (Psalms 80:8-9) 
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 All this is to say, when Jesus said, “I am the true vine,” his listeners would have known exactly 
what he was talking about. They would’ve been quick to make the connection: Jesus was the new Israel, 
the one through whom God was establishing a new covenant. No longer would the makeup of God’s 
chosen people be determined by their race and their Jewish ancestry, it would hinge upon their 
relationship to Jesus Christ. In his Letter to the Romans, Paul writes,      “For he is not a Jew who is one 
outwardly, 

neither is that circumcision which is outward in the flesh; 
but he is a Jew who is one inwardly, 
and circumcision is that of the heart, 

in the spirit not in the letter.” (Romans 2:28-29a) 

 “Going to a church doesn’t make you a Christian any more than putting on a cowboy hat, a pair 
of jeans and a pair of boots make you a cowboy.! 
Coming to church is important, I wholeheartedly recommend it, coming to church is fundamentally 
important only as it leads you into a greater knowledge of God’s love and a closer relationship to Jesus 
Christ. To put it differently, just having your name on the roll isn’t enough. The joy of salvation comes 
from knowing God’s presence, trusting that your sins are forgiven and having the assurance that in every 
situation and circumstance, God is with you, you are not alone. 
 The Jews in Jesus’ day had the name, but they lacked the spirit. In much the same way, the church 
today bears the name of Jesus Christ; the question is, how well do we know him as Lord and Savior? Do 
we listen to his teachings, follow his example and walk in his fellowship? 

 He is the true vine, the source of our covenant relationship with God. He is the link by which we 
are able to stay connected to God and each other. In the words of the old gospel hymn, he is the tie that 
binds our hearts together in Christian love. 
Jesus said, “I am the true vine.” Then he went on to say, “and my Father is the farmer.” (15:1) 

 Obviously, the work of the vinedresser is to prune the branches. I understand, pruning the 
branches makes the plant healthier and more productive. Dead branches get in the way, and too many 
branches sap the strength of the plant. By pruning the branches, the vinedresser helps the healthy branches 
grow stronger and bear fruit. 
 The vinedresser prunes the branches to make them strong and productive. God uses the hardships 
of our lives to strengthen our faith and make us fit disciples in the building of his kingdom on earth.  
 Let’s put it this way: 

“It is the branch that bears the fruit 

that feels the knife to prune it for a larger growth, a fuller life… 

it is the hand of Love Divine that holds the knife, 

that cuts and breaks with tenderest touch, 

that you, whose life has borne some fruit, might now bear much (more).” 

God uses the hardships of life to strengthen our faith and make us better disciples of Jesus Christ. Jesus 
went on to say, 

“Remain in me, and I in you. 
As the branch can’t bear fruit by itself, 

unless it remains in the vine, 
so neither can you, unless you remain in me. 

I am the vine. You are the branches. 
He who remains in me, and I in him, 
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the same bears much fruit, 
for apart from me you can do nothing.” (4-5) 

 Once we’re cut off from the wellspring of God’s Spirit, we begin to wither and die. And so, the 
word to the wise is: STAY CONNECTED. The question is, how? I can think of four ways – prayer, study, 
fellowship and service. Let’s take them one at a time. 

 Prayer is the lifeline of any healthy life of faith. Prayer enables us to be in communion with God. 
Prayer doesn’t have to be long and complex; it can be as simple as a brief morning chat with a friend. All 
you have to do is spend a few quiet moments focusing upon the Presence of God, mentally going over, if 
not saying out loud, whatever’s on your mind and heart, then listening for the still, small voice of God 
speaking to you. It’s that simple, but it can make all the difference in discerning God’s will for your life 
and knowing that God is with you, whatever situations and circumstances you may be facing at the 
moment. 
 Start with prayer, then spend a few minutes reading the Bible. Now, I know there are parts of the 
Bible that are complex and hard to understand. There are passages in the Bible  difficult to understand! 
But that shouldn’t stop you from finding passages that are clear and self-evident and speak directly to 
your life. And so, I encourage you to read the Bible for inspiration and enjoyment. Find a verse or two 
and let them give you comfort and strength. 
 You don’t have to be a scholar, and you don’t have to spend all day; just open the Bible and read a 
few lines. If you don’t get it, go to another place. When I was a child, I learned the secret of opening the 
Bible to the middle and finding the Book of Psalms. Try it sometime. Once you find the Book of Psalms, 
you’re sure to find some words you can relate to. Take Psalm 91, for example: 

“He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of 
Yahweh, ‘He is my refuge and my fortress’…  no evil shall happen to you, neither shall any plague come 
near your dwelling. For he will put his angels in charge of you, to guard you in all your ways.” (Psalms 
91:1-2, 10-11) 
 I don’t know of anyone who can’t relate to that. Start with prayer, then read a few verses of the 
Bible, then spend some time in the company of other Christians. Rubbing shoulders with those who share 
the faith can give you a boost when you get discouraged. It’s like having a jogging partner to prod you on 
days when you don’t feel like running. Relating to other Christians can also keep you from going off on a 
tangent and chasing after half-cocked notions and beliefs. 
 Pray to God. Read a few verses of scripture. Spend some time in the company of other Christians, 
and, finally, do a good deed each day for someone less fortunate. It’s one of the best ways to stay 
connected to the Body of Christ because, as often as not, Christ reveals himself to us in the form of the 
poor and the stranger, so that when we reach out to those in need, especially those who can’t return the 
favor, we reach out to Christ.  
 Ultimately, Christ the vine uses these fruit to give life to our neighbor, for these fruit lead and 
enable us to share the word of his cross and resurrection with him or her. 
 Here’s the sum of it all: Jesus said, “I am the vine. You are the branches.” He is the source of our 
life; apart from him, we wither and die. By holding fast to the disciplines of prayer, study, fellowship and 
service, we’re assured of a strong connection to the Body of Christ and an everlasting place in the 
kingdom of God. 

Conclusion: Christ is the vine; we are the branches. He daily nourishes and strengthens us with the 
forgiveness of sins he earned for us on the cross. That is a beautiful relationship—which also includes all 
the other branches he wishes to flourish. We may be picked clean by those whom the Lord has placed 
around us, but united to the true Vine, we have an abundant and never-ending source of life. 
    My prayer for you today, and my prayer for all of you each day, is simply this, that you stay 
connected to Jesus Christ, now and always.  AMEN!
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