
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 13, 2020 

Forgive Your Brother from the Heart 

I’m Pastor Mike!  Welcome to this week’s online worship of Saving Grace Lutheran in Chino Valley, AZ!  We 
believe God brought you here on purpose and we’re very glad you have chosen to be with us so that we can 
worship together.  We pray that God will bless you today so that what He gives you here, you will be able to take 
with you into your life experiences and connections in the week ahead. 

For your in-home participation, the service order, as well as, the sermon is provided on our website.  Click on 
“Today’s Service” and “Today’s Sermon” to receive copies of both. 

LET US KNOW THAT YOU WORSHIPED WITH US by e-mailing mjdueppen@gmail.com, stating worship 
attendance in the Subject Line . . . then, who worshiped and any prayer concerns you might have in the body of 
the e-mail. 

As We Gather       please reflect on these words . . . 

We live in a world filled with uncertainty, and much of this uncertainty is so personal. Who we are and 
what it is that gives our lives identity, meaning, and purpose go to the very heart of the questions for our 
times. Today, Paul reminds us that we belong to the Lord. Whether we live or die, we belong to the 
Lord. Being the Lord’s own is what shapes our self-understanding and defines how we relate to one 
another. All the things that divide us on earth and how we are tempted to identify ourselves by 
preference or desire are overcome by the Lord, who suffered for us, died to save us, and lives to set us 
free. This love makes it possible for us to see others as our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

851 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

Confession and Absolution 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
  
Silence for self-examination. 
  
P Let us confess our sins to God, confident of His grace and forgiveness to all who are penitent. 
C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers 

and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by 
my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive 
me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

  
P The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your sins. 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  
P Rejoicing in the gift of forgiveness and our unity  . . .  The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

WORD 

Call to Worship      Psalm 103:1–12 
1Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 
2Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, 
 
3who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, 
4who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 

5who satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
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6The LORD works righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed. 

7He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel. 
8The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

9He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. 
10He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

11For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear 
him; 
12as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Kyrie 
Kyrie eleison (KIH-ree-ay eh-LAY-ee-sohn): Lord, have mercy. 
  
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 
  
P For peace in the world, for the health and well-being of the Church, and for the unity of all, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
C Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 
  
P For the hungry, the homeless, the poor, the oppressed, and all who are in need, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
C Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 
  
P For the richness of God’s peace in our hearts, for peace within our homes and congregations, and 

that we may live in peace with all people, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 
  
P For the guidance of the Spirit, for the strengthening of our faith, and for the courage to give bold 

witness to the Gospel, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 
  
P For the Lord to nourish our souls with the blessed food of His Word and Table and for grace that 

what we here receive we may keep in holy lives, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. 
  
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, God of mercy. 

 
Remembering the faithful, who have loved and served the Lord and now rest from their labors, let 
us commend ourselves and all for whom we pray to Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis      LSB 154 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salutation  (sung) 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray. 

 C  O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout prayers of Your 
Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may 
obtain; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading      Genesis 50:15–21 
 15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate 
us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, 
“Your father gave this command before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of 
your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of 
the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also came 
and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not 
fear, for am I in the place of God? 20As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, 
to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear; I will provide 
for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
  

Epistle      Romans 14:1–12 
 1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 2One person 
believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats 
despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, 
for God has welcomed him. 4Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his 
own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 
 5One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each 
one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of 
the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who 
abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to himself, and 
none of us dies to himself. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, 
whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, that 
he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 
 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will 
all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11for it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
 and every tongue shall confess to God.” 

12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
  

Verse      Matthew 6:14 

C  Alleluia. If you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 
Alleluia. 

Holy Gospel      Matthew 18:21–35 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive 
him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy 
times seven. 
 23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with 
his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 
25And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that 
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he had, and payment to be made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and 
forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who 
owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So 
his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He 
refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw 
what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that 
had taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you 
all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you have had mercy on your fellow 
servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should 
pay all his debt. 35So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 
brother from your heart.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

845 Where Charity and Love Prevail      sts. 1, 3–5  Arranged by Lauren M. Delancey 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission: : LSB Hymn License net#100014469 
Handbell setting: © 2019 Concordia Publishing House.  Used by permission. LSB Hymn License net#100014469 

Sermon 

Offering 
Now is the time in our service where an offering is given.  If you are a guest with us today, it is not expected that you give, however, if 
you feel blessed by God and led to do so, you certainly can by sending it to:  Saving Grace Lutheran, PO Box 721, Chino Valley, AZ  
86323.  Thank you to everyone for supporting this ministry! 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  
He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life + everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

 
Lord, grant that we not judge without mercy but forgive without limit, that we who have known the 
fullness of Your mercy in Christ also manifest a compassionate heart against those who sin 
against us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Lord, grant to Your Church Your Spirit and power, that we be supplied with faithful pastors 

and church workers to serve us in Your name, and that we hear and heed the voice of 
Your Word and walk in holiness of life. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Lord, grant to those who lead us in this nation and in all the nations wisdom and integrity, 

that they pursue what is good and right and just according to Your Word and commands, 
and serve the common good. Deliver us from terror and threat, and give Your peace to the 
nations. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Lord, grant to the sick and all who suffer any affliction of body, mind, or soul the blessing 

of Your mercy, with forgiveness according to Your will, and Your presence and comfort to 
sustain them through the day of trouble. Hear us especially on behalf of those for whom 
our intercession has been requested, [names], and those we name in our hearts. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Lord, grant to the homeless, the widowed, the orphaned, and the unemployed Your 

strength to bear up under the weight of their trials and Your guidance to bring them to the 
places where their needs may be answered. Open our hearts to care for them and support 
them in their need. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Lord, grant to us grace that none of us approach Your Table with unrepented sin, and help 

us to receive with faith and for our benefit the richest gifts of Your Son’s body and blood in 
this Sacrament. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Lord, grant to us grateful hearts that with our voices we offer You the sacrifice of praise 

and thanksgiving, and with our tithes and offerings show forth our confidence in Your 
loving care and our desire to support the work of Your Church. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  

Phyllis, Donna, Jeff and Sherrie, Bill, Cindy, Norma, Danielle, Claire and Ian, Marie, Ruby, Phil, 
Jenda, Janet, Carol, and Dan. 
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 

763 When Peace, like a River 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Dismissal 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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